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Our Current Focus
In the heart  of  rural  South Africa,  nestled among rol l ing hi l ls  and vibrant
communit ies,  our afterschool  program transforms ordinary afternoons into
extraordinary journeys of  growth and joy.  Here,  chi ldren arrive eager to unwind
from the school  day,  f irst  diving into personal ized homework support  where
dedicated mentors guide them through chal lenges in  l i teracy,  math,  and beyond
ignit ing a  genuine passion for knowledge that  turns “ I  can’t”  into “I  love
learning.”
A highl ight  is  the dai ly  cooked meal ,  prepared with fresh vegetables from our
garden.
Beyond academics,  they gain practical  ski l ls .  Sewing class,  where small  f ingers
craft  colorful  bags and aprons,  they bui ld their  confidence and creativity.
Active fun comes al ive on the f ield with sports  l ike soccer and netbal l ,  plus
energetic  games that  spark laughter and teamwork.  This  isn’t  just  a  program—
it’s  a  second home,  where new friendships form, bonds deepen,  and every chi ld
feels  seen,  valued,  and inspired to dream big.
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“ I  fe l t  l o s t  a n d  d i d  n ot  k n ow w h e re to g o. ”

I  a m  P re c i o u s  M s i m a n g a ,  a n d  I  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  a s  a  c a re g i v e r  a t  K o i n o n i a
O r p h a n s  P ro j e c t  fo r  t h e  p a s t  fe w  y e a rs .  D u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e ,  o u r  w o r k  i n  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  h a s  fo c u s e d  o n  i d e n t i f y i n g  o r p h a n s  a n d  o t h e r  v u l n e ra b l e  c h i l d re n
w h o  a re  i n  n e e d  o f  s u p p o r t .
O n e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  p ro j e c t  d u r i n g  t h o s e  y e a rs  wa s  t o  h e l p  p ro v i d e
s a fe  s h e l t e r  fo r  c h i l d re n  a n d  f a m i l i e s  i n  n e e d .  T h ro u g h  t h i s  P ro g ra m e ,  m a n y
h o m e s  w e re  b u i l t  a n d  re s t o re d .  I  a m  d e e p l y  g ra t e f u l  b e c a u s e   I  wa s  o n e  o f  t h e
p e o p l e  w h o  w e re  b l e s s e d  t o  re c e i v e  a  n e w l y  b u i l t  h o u s e  t h ro u g h  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e .
I n  2 0 2 2 ,  m y  h u s b a n d ’ s  f a m i l y  fo rc e d  m e  o u t  f ro m  t h e  h o u s e ,  a n d  I  h a d  n o w h e re
t o  s t a y .  I  fe l t  l o s t  a n d  d i d  n o t  k n o w  w h e re  t o  g o.  I  w e n t  t o  m y  f r i e n d ’ s  h o u s e
a n d  a s ke d  i f  I  c o u l d  s l e e p  t h e re .  S h e  w e l c o m e d  m e  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  I  s e e k
h e l p  a t  Lo u rd e s  M i s s i o n .
I  w e n t  t o  Lo u rd e s  M i s s i o n  a n d  s p o ke  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  s i s t e rs .  I  e x p l a i n e d  m y
s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  I  wa s  g o i n g  t h ro u g h .  I t  wa s  v e r y  p a i n f u l  t o  t a l k
a b o u t  i t  b e c a u s e  I  fe l t  a b a n d o n e d  a n d  a l o n e ,  l i ke  n o  o n e  c a re d  a b o u t  m e .
T h ro u g h  t h e  K o i n o n i a  O r p h a n  P ro j e c t ,  I  re c e i v e d  h e l p  a n d  s u p p o r t .  T h e y
a s s i s t e d  m e  a n d  h e l p e d  b u i l d  a  h o u s e  fo r  m e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  k i n d n e s s ,  I  n o w
h a v e  a  p l a c e  t h a t  I  c a n  t r u l y  c a l l  m y  h o m e .
S i n c e  m y  p a re n t s  p a s s e d  a wa y ,  h a v i n g  a  h o m e  o f  m y  o w n  m e a n s  s o  m u c h  t o
m e .  I  a m  v e r y  g ra t e f u l  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h e l p e d  a n d  s u p p o r t e d  m e  d u r i n g  t h a t
d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  i n  m y  l i fe .
A s  t i m e  w e n t  o n ,  t h e  p ro j e c t  l e a d e rs  fe l t  t h e  n e e d  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  s t ra t e g y  i n
o rd e r  t o  i n c re a s e  t h e  i m p a c t  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  M a rc h  2 0 2 5  KO P  b e g a n
re n o va t i n g  a n  o l d  b o a rd i n g  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  l o c a t e d  a t  Lo u rd e s  M i s s i o n .  I  wa s
b l e s s e d  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e a m  w o r k i n g  o n  t h i s  p ro j e c t .
D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  I  h a d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  n e w  p ra c t i c a l  s k i l l s .  I
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  p a i n t i n g  wa l l s ,  c e i l i n g ,  re n o va t i o n  o f  d o o rs ,  w i n d o w s  a n d  f l o o rs ,
a n d  I  a l s o  h e l p e d  re s t o re  o l d  f u r n i t u re  i n  p re p a ra t i o n  fo r  t h e  n e w
p ro g ra m e .  T h i s  w o r k  t o o k  a b o u t  n i n e  m o n t h s  a n d  t o g e t h e r  w e  m a n a g e d  t o
c o m p l e t e  t w o  b i g  ro o m s  a n d  a  k i t c h e n  fo r  t h e  p ro j e c t .
I n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  A f t e rs c h o o l  P ro g ra m e  o f f i c i a l l y  s t a r t e d .  I  wa s  a p p o i n t e d
a s  t h e  m u s i c  i n s t r u c t o r ,  a s  I  l o v e  s i n g i n g .   W h i l e  I  t e a c h  t h e  c h i l d re n ,  I  a l s o
f i n d  m y s e l f  l e a r n i n g  f ro m  t h e m  e v e r y  d a y .
T h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  m y  j o u r n e y  t h ro u g h  t h i s  w o r k  i s  t h a t  I  e n c o u n t e re d
C h r i s t .  I  d o n ’ t  f e e l  l o s t  a n y m o re .  I  h a v e  J e s u s  i n  m y  l i f e .  S i n c e  2 0 1 8  I  a m  a
m e m b e r  o f  K o i n o n i a  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t  w h e re  I  wa l k  i n  f a i t h  w i t h  m y  b ro t h e rs
a n d  s i s t e rs .
T h ro u g h  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  m y  l i fe  h a s  t r u l y  b e e n  t ra n s fo r m e d .
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M y  n a m e  i s  M n q o b i  M q a t u ,  I  a m  1 2  y e a rs  o l d .  I  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t  o f  t h e  K o i n o n i a
O r p h a n  P ro j e c t  ( KO P )  s i n c e  I  wa s  f i v e  y e a rs  o l d .  O n e  d a y ,   s i s t e r  K r y s t y n a  a n d
v o l u n t e e rs  f ro m  t h e  p ro j e c t  v i s i t e d  m y  h o m e  a n d  d i s c o v e re d  6  o f  u s  c h i l d re n  l i v i n g
w i t h  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  e a t ,  i n  t h e  c a re  o f  m y  g ra n d m o t h e r .  Fo r  m a n y  y e a rs ,  m y  m o t h e r
wa s  fo rc e d  t o  m o v e  t o  t h e  c i t y  i n  h o p e s  t o  f i n d  w o r k .  T h ro u g h  KO P ,  w e  b e g a n  t o
re c e i v e  fo o d ,  s c h o o l  u n i fo r m s ,  t u i t i o n  s u p p o r t  a n d  h e l p  w i t h  re b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e
h o u s e .  T h e y  p ra y e d  w i t h  u s  a n d  s p o ke  t o  o u r  f a m i l y  a b o u t  p ro t e c t i o n  a n d
s a l va t i o n  f ro m  J e s u s .  O u r  w h o l e  f a m i l y ,  i n c l u d i n g  m y  g ra n d m o t h e r ,  w e re
e v e n t u a l l y  b a p t i z e d  i n  Lo u rd e s  M i s s i o n  p a r i s h  -  O u r  L a d y  o f  Lo u rd e s .  I  wa s
e n c o u ra g e d  t o  c h a n g e  m y  s i t u a t i o n  o f  p o v e r t y  b y  fo c u s i n g  o n  e d u c a t i o n .  M y
s i s t e rs  a l s o  c o n t i n u e d  d o i n g  w e l l  i n  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  
Fo r t u n a t e l y ,  m y  m o t h e r  re t u r n e d  t o  o u r  h o m e  a n d  b e g a n  t o  s e a rc h  fo r  a n y  w o r k
i n  Lo u rd e s  M i s s i o n .  S h e  v o l u n t e e re d  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  b e c a m e  e m p l o y e d  a s  t h e
A f t e r - S c h o o l  P ro j e c t  G a rd e n e r  a n d  c a n  n o w  s u p p o r t  u s  f i n a n c i a l l y .  
N o w  I  a m  p a r t  o f  K o i n o n i a  a f t e r - s c h o o l  p ro g ra m .  W h a t  I  c a n  s a y  i s  t h a t  a t t e n d i n g
t h e  a f t e r - s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s  g i v e s  m e  j o y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a  d i f fe re n t  e n v i ro n m e n t  f ro m
s c h o o l .  I  a l wa y s  fe e l  a t  h o m e  a n d  w e l c o m e .  I  c o m e  t w o  d a y s  a  w e e k  a n d  I  c a n ’ t
wa i t  t o  c o m e  a g a i n .
I  h a v e  m a d e  n e w  f r i e n d s  t h ro u g h  t h e  a f t e r - s c h o o l  p ro g ra m .  I t  i s  n i c e  t o  b e  p a r t  o f
t h e  t e a m ,  a n d  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  t e a c h e rs  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a re  v e r y  k i n d .  T h e y
t re a t  u s  l i ke  t h e i r  o w n  c h i l d re n .
I n  t h e s e  a f t e r - s c h o o l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w e  l e a r n  m a n y  e x c i t i n g  t h i n g s ,  b u t  fo r  m e ,  I  re a l l y
l i ke  s e w i n g .  I t  a l l o w s  m e  t o  e x p re s s  m y s e l f .  I t  wa s  t h e  f i rs t  t i m e  fo r  m e  t o  s e w
s o m e t h i n g  o n  m y  o w n .  O n e  d a y ,  I  wa n t  t o  s e e  m y s e l f  h a v i n g  m y  o w n  s h o p  w h e re  I
s e l l  t h i n g s  t h a t  I  m a ke  w i t h  m y  h a n d s .  I  c a n  a l re a d y  i m a g i n e  t h e  s h i r t s ,  T - s h i r t s ,
a n d  j a c ke t s  i n  m y  s h o p.
I  a l s o  l i ke  b e i n g  i n  t h e  l i b ra r y  b e c a u s e  i t  wa s  t h e  f i rs t  t i m e  fo r  m e  t o  s e e  a  l i b ra r y .
I  c a n  re a d  b o o k s  a n d  s h a re  s t o r i e s  w i t h  o t h e rs .  I  a m  h a p p y  t o  b e  i n  t h e  l i b ra r y
b e c a u s e  w e  a l s o  g e t  a  c h a n c e  t o  d o  o u r  h o m e w o r k  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e
l i b ra r y  a s s i s t a n t .  We  a l s o  h a v e  d i f fe re n t  k i n d s  o f  s p o r t s  i n  t h e  p ro j e c t ,  w h i c h  I
e n j o y  a  l o t .  P l a y i n g  o u t s i d e  m a ke s  m e  s t ro n g  b e c a u s e  w e  d o  d i f f e re n t  e x e rc i s e s .
I ' m  v e r y  g ra t e f u l  t o  J e s u s  fo r  b r i n g i n g  m e  a n d  m y  f a m i l y  t o  H i m  a n d  fo r  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e  p a r t  o f  K o i n o n i a  A f t e r - S c h o o l  A c t i v i t i e s .
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“It 's not just a job, it 's a community.”
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G re e t i n g s ,  I  a m  L wa n d i s o  B e ke z u l u .  S i n c e
D e c e m b e r  o f  2 0 2 5 ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  a s
a  t u t o r  i n  t h e  K o i n o n i a  O r p h a n s  P ro j e c t ,
A f t e r - S c h o o l  P ro g ra m .  T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e
h a s  b e e n  a  l i fe - c h a n g e r  fo r  m e .  I  g e t  t h e
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  m a ke  a  re a l  d i f fe re n c e  i n
k i d s '  l i v e s  e v e r y  d a y .  A p a r t  f ro m  t h e
s t i p e n d ,  s e e i n g  t h e  c h i l d re n  l e a r n  a n d
g ro w  i s  t h e  b e s t  e x p e r i e n c e .  T h e  t e a m  i s
p a s s i o n a t e ,  s u p p o r t i v e ,  c o l l a b o ra t i v e  a n d
u n i t e d .  T h e  k i d s  b r i n g  s o  m u c h  e n e r g y
a n d  j o y .  E v e r y  d a y  i s  d i f fe re n t ,  ke e p s  m e
o n  m y  t o e s .  I  l o v e  wa t c h i n g  t h e  k i d s  b u i l d
f r i e n d s h i p s  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e .  T h e
p ro g ra m ' s  i m p a c t  g o e s  b e y o n d
a c a d e m i c s ,  i n t o  l i fe  s k i l l s .  B e fo re  t h e
p ro g ra m  b e g a n ,  I  wa s  l e s s  a c t i v e  i n
w o rs h i p i n g  t h e  Lo rd  e v e n  t h o u g h  I  wa s
C a t h o l i c .  I  a m  p l e a s e d  t o  s a y  t h a t  s i n c e
j o i n i n g  t h e  p ro g ra m ,  I  a m  n o w  a b l e  t o
a c t i v e l y  p ra i s e  t h e  Lo rd  a n d  g e t  t o  k n o w
J e s u s  m o re .  T h e  p ro g ra m  a l s o  o f fe rs  b i b l e
t e a c h i n g s  a s  w e  h a v e  a  s e r i e s  o f  b i b l i c a l
b o o k s  i n  o u r  l i b ra r y .  I  p ra y  t o  G o d  t h a t  I n
t h e  n e a r  f u t u re ,  t h e  p ro g ra m ' s
i n f ra s t r u c t u re  g ro w s  s o  i t  c a n  a d d  o t h e r
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  b e  a b l e  t o  c a t e r  fo r  h i g h
s c h o o l  l e a r n e rs  g ra d e  8  a n d  9 .
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OUR WEEKLY ACTIVITIESOUR WEEKLY ACTIVITIESOUR WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

L I B R A RY
R e a d i n g  t o d a y ,  l e a d i n g  t o m o r ro w

S E W I N G
S m a l l  h a n d s ,  b i g  c re a t i o n

M U S I C
F i n d i n g  r h y t h m ,  b u i l d i n g

c o n f i d e n c e

G A R D E N I N G
F ro m  s o i l  t o  s m i l e s -  o u r  g a rd e n  i s

g ro w i n g  s t ro n g

B A K I N G
S w e e t  t re a t s ,  s w e e t e r  l e s s o n s

S P O R T S
B u i l d i n g  s t re n g t h ,  s k i l l s  a n d  s p i r i t
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WORK ALREADY DONEWORK ALREADY DONEWORK ALREADY DONE

I f  your heart  is  touched by what  we do,  we would greatly
appreciate your support .

I f  your heart  is  touched by what  we do,  we would greatly
appreciate your support .
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3 2 9 7  U m z i m k h u l u

Sr.  Krystyna Ciarcinska
koinoniaorphans@gmail .com

WhatsApp:  +27  609 051  458

M rs .  S ibon g i le  M o fok a
WhatsApp: +27 792 493 250
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CONTACT USCONTACT USCONTACT US

Thanks to your donation we were able to start  the After School  Program
 and continue the work with rebuilding other rooms in order to have space

for more activit ies  and toi lets.  We can’t  do it  without YOUR HELP!
With your donations you can contribute to shaping their  future!
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